Spanish A-Level at The Holt School

iBienvenidos! Welcome ....to Spanish A-Level at The Holt School. We are really
looking forward to starting your post-16 studies of Spanish with you. Soon you will
realise that everything | said at the open evening was true, studying a language at A-
Level really is like studying a wide range of different subjects all at the same time as
we explore history, culture, geography, sociology, literature, film, politics and many
more areas of study together. The aim of the transition work is to open your eyes to
different facets of Hispanic culture and to encourage you to explore the areas that
interest you or that you don’t know much about yet. Later in the A-Level course you
will have the opportunity to select a topic of your choice to investigate in depth ready
for your IRP (Independent Research Project) which will form the basis of your
speaking assessment. Hopefully the tasks below will inspire you to start your
investigation now so that you can begin to establish your preferences for later on,
you might be surprised what sparks your interest as you try different activities out!

Saludos,
Sefiora Stoker, Head of Spanish.

n.stoker@holt.wokingham.sch.uk

Transition work suggestions

Musica: Why not listen to a new Hispanic artist, discover a new song by an artist
you know well or take a deeper look at the lyrics or story behind some of their
songs?

Shakira

i.Balvin
Nicky Jam
Rosalia
Jennifer Lopez
Maluma,
Camila Cabello
Manu Chao
Enrique Iglesias
Luis Fonsi
Becky G
Julieta Venegas
Ana Tijoux

Bad Bunny
www.lyricstraining.com


mailto:n.stoker@holt.wokingham.sch.uk

La television vy las peliculas: Films and TV programs are an excellent way to
practice your listening skills, learn about Hispanic culture and history and learn
vocabulary that might not come up in the textbook!

Los programas:
* Casade papel

* Siempre bruja i Rewma
* Elite

* Chicas del cable ASCREE LA

Don’t have Netflix? *  Ocho Apellidos Vascos / Catalanes

Try RtVE (Spanish style i-player) *  Almoddévar’s Films (Rated 15)

El vocabulario y la gramatica: It is essential that you keep practicing your grammar
and learning new vocabulary between now and the start of the course in September
so that you are ready to hit the ground running!

Hisear

Vocab & Grammar: compra;:?

+ Kahoot ZheriCepr; -
vivir; CETTAT yigjap s
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* Quizlet bttt U e
* Notesinspanish.com - OF ganizar, =
* Hoyhablamos.com :uiwuu
* Espanol-extra.co.uk (holtschool/holtspanish)
*  Duolingo

*  Memrise
* Language-gym.com
*  Conjuguemos.com

Los temas de la actualidad: A lot of the topics that come up in the course come
from current affairs and it is useful to stay on top of what is happening right now in
the Hispanic world. If you get into a habit of reading about it now it will inform your
opinions as we start to discuss and debate the topics in more depth.

Current Affairs:
Watch short news ariticles on AlJ+Espanol
Read short articles www.20minutos.es
On either Facebook or Twitter
@espanolextra
@elpais cultura
#LaCulturakEnTuCasa
#YoMeQuedoEnCasa
@bbcmundo
@spain
@UNESCO_es




La investigacion: When you come across something that interests you in your
reading of current affairs then you could start to do some wider research to deepen
your understanding of the issue or topic. Here are some ideas to get you started.

And look at the protests in Chile & Mexico
#niunamenos and gender violence.

Research:

The Spanish civil war and Franco's dictatorship
Bullfighting in Spain- create for & against lists

Who was Victor Jara?

Ser creativo: Learning isn’t all about reading, watching and listening. Often we learn

the most when we ‘do’. Here are some ideas of things to get those creative and
practical juices flowing (but don’t feel restricted by these suggestions!).

Get creative:
* Make some Spanish Tapas
»  Fill out a bullet journal in Spanish
with your thoughts, emotions and activities each day.
*  Write (in Spanish) about your plans for next year.
* Research a city of the Spanish speaking world
you'd like to visit and make a list of things you would do there.
* Read, copy and illustrate a poem in Spanish.
* (Create a fact file of the life and works of Pablo Neruda.

Practicalities:

By September you will need to have purchased (either new or second hand)-

1) A-Level Year 1 AQA Spanish student textbook ISBN: 978-0-19-836690-4

2) A largeringbinder with 17 dividers.
You might also find the following useful-

o A copy of- the book ‘Crénica de una muerte anunciada’ by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
in Spanish and in English and the film ‘El laberinto del fauno’ which we will be

studying later in the course.

e Palabra por Palabra Fifth Edition Vocabulary Book ISBN: 978-1-4441-1001-2

o AQA Spanish AS Grammar Workbook ISBN: 978-1-4085-2013-0

e A bi-lingual Collins Spanish-English Dictionary (although most students use

www.wordreference.com or www.spanishdict.com)



http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/

